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ALWAYS 
     FORWARD

July 2022. Volume 10, Issue 2

Board of  Trustees 

President: 
          Bruce Farmer 
VP Vocations: 
          Donna Rueby 
          Sandie Taylor.  
VP Membership: 
          Lisa Field 
VP Programs/Hospitality: 
          Meris Bridger / 
          Diddy Muck 
VP Communications: 
          Jane Doherty 
Treasurer: 

 Tony Benvegnu 
Secretary: 
          Jim Stevens 
Chaplain: 

Father Felix Osasona 
Past President: 
          Mark Halleck 
Trustees: 
         Melia Reed   

Charlie Garland 
    Arlane Sponaugle 

Shalom Rep:   
          Doug Reed 
Newsletter:  
          Melia Reed 

Meetings: 
4th Monday of  the Month 

Italiano’s Restaurant 
217 FM 1960 Bypass, 

Humble, TX 
6:30 Social, 7:00 Dinner

“To become a priest or a religious is not primarily our choice, it is our answer to a calling, a calling of love.” Pope Francis 

Serra Club Northeast of Houston
Sts. Martha. Mary & Lazarus, St. Philip the Apostle, St. Leo the Great, St. Mary Magdalene, St. John of the Cross, St. Dominic 

July 1 - Feast Day of  St. Junipero Serra

https://www.usccb.org/offices/general-secretariat/saint-junipero-serra

The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass for the repose of 
the soul of Sandra Kidd 


will be offered on August 17 at 8:30 a.m. 

at St. John of the Cross, New Caney.


Father Michael Applegate will be the celebrant.   

In Loving Tribute

A Franciscan missionary, Saint 
Junipero Serra is well known 

as the 18th century founder of 
a string of California missions. 
Like Saint Serra, the Serrans 
of today put faith into action. 
Serrans accept the challenge 

of fostering vocations and 
encouraging spiritual growth.

St. Serra’s feast day was 
celebrated at the Club’s June 
meeting. Thank you to Diddy 
Muck and Eileen Benvegnu for 
providing us with a delicious 
cake in his honor. 



2

JULY
• Fri.  July 8 - Holy Hour of  Exposition & Benediction for Vocations,  

following the 8:30 a.m. Mass, St. Martha 
• Tues.  July 12  - Holy Hour of  Exposition and Benediction for Vocations, 

following the 7:00 pm Mass, St. Martha’s 
• Thurs.  July 14 - New Seminarian Parent Dinner at St. Mary’s Seminary 
• Fri.  July 22 - Feast Day of  St. Mary Magdalene 
• Mon.  July 25 - Serra Monthly Meeting, Larry Massey, speaker 
• Fri. July 29 - Feast Day of  Sts. Martha, Mary and Lazarus 
• Mon. August 15 - The Assumption of  the Blessed Virgin Mary 
• Wed. August 17 - Holy Sacrifice of  the Mass for Sandra Kidd 
• Tues. September 13 - “Men in Black Gala,” Vocations Ministry 
• Mon. Dec. 5 - Serra Christmas Party - location TBA 

NOTE:  Now meeting on the 4th Monday of  the month. 

THE 31 CLUB 

One of the easiest, and most direct ways for Serrans and all faithful to take part 
in the overall vocation-promotion effort, the 31 Club has been a mainstay in our 
club for over five years. We are blessed to have prayers being said each day of 
month, often by multiple people with the exception of the 27th. Do you know of 
someone with a passion for vocations that is willing to say a rosary one specific 
day each month and to devote the next available Mass or Holy Hour to an 
increase in vocations, as well as for priests and religious already serving the 
Church?
Membership is open to all, including parishioners who are homebound and wish 
to offer their suffering and prayer for that day.
Contact Kathy Ward, 281-852-3071, ksw326@aol.com. We are so grateful for the 
holy reminders she joyfully sends each day. 

SERRA Northeast of Houston HAPPENINGS 
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A WORD FROM OUR CHAPLAIN, FATHER FELIX 

Father Felix

The Harvest is Abundant 

Three new priests were added to the presbyterate of the archdiocese of Galveston/Houston  
when Daniel Cardinal DiNardo ordained to the priesthood Father Luis Garcia,  
Father Christopher Meyer, and Father Jacob Ramirez on June 4, 2022. Congratulations to 
the newly ordained priests. On June 25, 2022 the Missionary Society of St. Paul of Nigeria 
ordained five new priests in Abuja, Nigeria. We thank God for all those who helped these 
men to answer the call to serve God in the church. As Serrans, we have been part of the journey of men 
and women who are answering the call to be priests, deacons, religious men and women and consecrated 
people. Thank you for your prayers and support for vocations.   

In Luke 10:1-12, Jesus sent out seventy-two of his followers in pairs to towns and villages he would 
later visit. He told them that the harvest is abundant, but the laborers are few and that they pray the Lord 
of the harvest to send out more laborers to his harvest. The church continues to pray for vocations even 
today. The mission of evangelization remains an urgent mission in the church. In sending out his 
followers, Jesus knew that he cannot do everything by himself. These individuals were not perfect 
before they were called but they were willing to use their gifts and talents for the gospel. Jesus told them 
not to depend on themselves or what they had but rather on God. He asked them not to take anything 
with them but depend on the providence of God. He did not want them to be cluttered up with material 
things. They were not to greet anyone along the way so that they were not delayed in carrying out their 
mission. The disciples followed the instruction of the Master, and they came back with great success – 
the devil obeyed them and some who heard their message were converted.   

Jesus told his disciples to be his ambassadors of peace. This peace is what we are also called to share 
with others. In fact, at Mass the priest extends the peace of Christ to us saying “The peace of the Lord be 
with you always,” and then he or the deacon invites us to share the peace with those around us. There 
are times when sharing this peace becomes awkward because we are not comfortable with the one next 
to us. If we cannot warmly extend this peace in the church, one can only imagine how difficult it would 
be outside the church. At the dismissal, the deacon or priest says: ‘Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by 
your life.’ This means we are to take the peace we have received from the church to our homes, 
workplaces and everywhere we go.  

The universal mission of Christ is not yet complete. Christ still needs the help of many disciples today. 
He needs each of us to preach in “places he will later visit”. He wants us to bring his message of justice, 
peace, life, love, and responsibility to the marketplace, into politics and every sphere of our lives. We 
cannot do this faithfully if we allow our comfort to dictate what we say or do. We cannot do this when 
we entangle ourselves with many things in life. The disciples were pleasantly surprised that demons fell 
before them when they used the name of Jesus. We too will be pleasantly surprised at what God can do 
through us if we allow him to use us. 
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PRESBYTERAL ORDINATION

Presbyteral Ordination 
Father Luis Garcia,  

Father Christopher Meyer 
Father Jacob Ramirez 

Priests of the Lord: Priesthood Ordinations 2022

Austin’s Bishop Joe S. Vasquez, Auxiliary 
Bishop Italo Dell’Oro, CRS, Daniel Cardinal 
DiNardo, San Jose’s Bishop Oscar Cantu, 

uncle of Father Jacob Ramirez 

Father Luis Garcia will serve as parochial vicar at St. Helen Catholic Church in Pearland, 
while Father Christopher Meyer will serve as parochial vicar at St. Faustina Catholic 
Church in Fulshear. Father Jacob Ramirez will serve as parochial vicar at Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church in Conroe.
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A WORD FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

Bruce

  I attended the Ordination of three new Priest for the Archdiocese of   
  Galveston Houston and reflected back on all the young men who have  
  spent their Pastoral Year at Saint Martha’s. Our parish has been so   
  fortunate to share in the formation of faithful men who continue to   
  answer the call to be shepherds of the church. As Serrans we are called 
to assist the young men and women to discern their true vocation. I was reading the 
latest article in the Serran magazine “Discerning and Fostering the Authentic 
Vocation” by Most Reverend Michael Olson, Bishop of Fort Worth at the Serra Rally 
in January 2022. He reflected on the message of a prayer card he received at St. 
Mary’s Seminary in Houston. The prayer on the card was from Samuel, “Speak, O 
Lord, your servant is Listening.” As our vocations committee prepares for the 
Parents’ Dinner of new seminarians at St. Mary’s on July 14th, we, as Serrans are 
blessed to be interacting with these men as they begin the discernment and formation 
for their vocation. We can assist and encourage these men during their years of 
formation, as they, as Samuel answered “Speak, O Lord, your servant is Listening.” 
Hopefully, we will be blessed by having one of these men spend their Pastoral Year at 
St. Martha’s in the future as we were by our Pastor Father TJ, Father David Xavier, 
Father David Michael Moses, Father Jacob Ramirez, Deacon Zachary Muldrow, 
David Ramirez and many others. I am anxious to learn which Seminarians our Adopt 
a Seminarian program will be given this year and how our prayers may help with 
their discernment. A quote from Bishop Olson in the article spoke to me “The 
interaction that seminarians, priests, and bishops have with Serrans is a grace from 
God by which we are reminded that our vocation is an awesome gift”. As we begin a 
new year of prayer and support with the Seminarians, I feel blessed to have the 
opportunity to foster vocations and to assist young men and women to discern the 
possibility that Christ is calling them to a religious vocation.
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MONTHLY MEETING 

Meris Bridger recently joined the Serra Club in February at the invitation of her dear friend, 

Donna Rueby. In May, she was installed as our new VP of Programming. She looks forward to 
bringing in vibrant and engaging speakers to help our club grow in Faith and love of vocations. 
Meris was born and raised in Austin, TX by a cajun dad and a yankee mom, both of whom are 
landscape architects. She has one younger sister who also resides in Houston. Meris moved to 
Houston in 2004 to attend the University of St. Thomas (UST) where she earned a degree in 
Theology. In 2008, she considered the ACE Program at Notre Dame, but ultimately decided to join 
the GRACE Program (Gulf Region Academy of Catholic Educators) at UST as a founding member 
of the first ever cohort of “GRACErs”. While in GRACE, she lived in community, taught full-time at 
an inner-city Catholic school all while working towards her Masters in Education. After teaching in 
Catholic schools for 3 years, she joined a Dominican convent in Michigan and discerned religious 
life for a year and half. When she “returned to the world” she immediately began teaching again 
here in the Archdiocese. This August will be her 14th year in the classroom and she is exactly 
where God wants her to be. 
Meris has been married to her wonderful husband, Brandon, for 5 years and they have one cat, 
Gus. Meris loves baking in her free time and enjoys spreading joy with her baked goods. (Her 
specialty is sugar-free, gluten-free, low-carb desserts!) She loves glitter, unicorns and smiling. Her 
life goal is to allow her students opportunities to fall in love with the Lord so that she may party for 
eternity with them in Heaven. She begs you for your prayers and assures you that she will pray for 
you, as well.

Introducing…  Meris Bridger

Due to severe weather alerts on her phone, July’s speaker, 
Sr. Thomas Aquinas’ regretfully asked to be rescheduled 
and our new program VP stepped up and generously 
shared her vocation story. She has been privileged to 
experience three vocations: single life, religious life and 
now married life. 



7

FROM THE BOARD 

Vocation:    
Anniversary Banners recognize the priest’s special day and are placed outside 
the church of his parish. In May we celebrated Fr. TJ on May 30 and we will 
celebrate Fr. Felix on June 24. Thank you Sandie Taylor. 
The Newman Connection connects students with a Catholic community on campus so their faith 
thrives in college and beyond. Donna Rueby and her team of volunteers contacted the families of the  
2022 high school graduates of St. Martha. They were able to forward 30 names with their chosen 
the college / university who will be contacted by the local Newman Centers in the fall. 
5th Annual New Seminarian Dinner - Provides a meal for the New Seminarians and their families at 
the Refractory of St. Mary’s Seminary. 
Houston-based Vocation Ministry Men In Black Gala is September 13. If you are interested in 
attending please contact Jim Stevens (281) 772-7918 or Jennifer Stevens (832) 654-8054. 
https://vocationministry.com/ 
Vocation Ministry is introducing an annual Deacon Appreciation Sunday that will be the 2nd 
Sunday in October. 

Treasure: 
The Tailgate numbers are in…thanks to the efforts of so many of you, Bob Sponaugle’s final 

duty as treasure was to cut a check to the seminarians for $1,727.24. Fun, Support, and Profit! 

Programs: 
Meris Bridger, our newest member and Vice-President of Programs has taken on 
the additional task of creating and managing a FaceBook page for Serra 
Northeast of Houston. Thank you!

https://vocationministry.com/
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New to the Office of Vocational Discernment

FRANCISCO BERNAL, PROGRAM COORDINATOR of VOCATIONS
Francisco has a Master’s in Pastoral Theology from the University of 
St. Thomas. Six years ago, he began ministering to Hispanic young 
adults in his home parish, Queen of Peace. His love of ministry is 

essential to his role as Program & Media Coordinator within the Office 
of Vocational Discernment, as he advocates for raising awareness 

about vocations through social media. 

JOHANNA KLOESEL, PARISH VOCATION PROGRAM MANAGER
Johanna is a recent graduate from Texas A&M University with a 

degree in Psychology. With a deep love and appreciation for 
seminarians and priests, Johanna is excited to partner with parishes 
to further cultivate a culture of vocations with our churches. Her hope 
is to introduce and promote the new Vocations Parish Collaboration 

Program to all churches in the Archdiocese, helping to increase 
awareness of the Diocesan Office of Vocational Discernment as well 

as serving as a valuable resource to parishes and young people 
throughout the Greater Houston area.

SBEIDY MEDRANO, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
When you call the office, it is Sbeidy’s warm voice that you hear. She is 

currently in school pursuing a Business Administration degree with a 
minor in Human Resources and is a certified bilingual interpreter. Married 
to Abraham, they have a daughter Dulce who is eager to get to know our 

seminarians. Sbeidy’s love for the priesthood, religious life and 
seminarians brought her to the Vocation’s Office. Her desire is to support 
the Office of Vocational Discernment in any area needed and to support 

seminarians or discerners in any way the Holy Spirit leads.

CLAIRE MCCULLIN, MINISTRY COLLABORATION & FORMATION
Claire comes to the Office of Vocational Discernment with a varied 

background: teacher, confirmation coordinator, Young Adult Ministry 
coordinator, First Sacraments coordinator, and Campus Minister at the 

University of Houston. She recently completed her Masters of Arts in faith and 
Culture and is happily married to her husband of 19 years. As a spiritual 

director, helping young people pray and hear the Lord is her passion, and her 
desire is to grow the number of people following where the Lord is leading 

them for his Kingdom.
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      July  Birthdays  

5 - Sr. Jane Michael, Sisters of  Jesus the Savior 
8 - Sandie Taylor 
9 - Peggy Angelino 
14 - Nick Quinn 
18 - Claude Guillemette 
24 - Dcn. Olatunde Branche, St. Mary-Magdalene 
30 - Dcn. Mel Mouton, St. Stephen the Martyr Mission

Serra NE of Houston News

Pray for: 
• Jane Doherty who is recovering from the effects of  covid. 
• Becket Thomas Field, Tim & Lisa Field’s newest grandson. Youngest of  5 boys.  
• Porter Taylor to receive rapid and complete healing after back surgery. 
• Continued healing for Sheila Yepsen after her hospitalization for back pain. 
• Successful & rapid recovery for Kevin Doherty after hip surgery. 
• Luke Edward Elizondo, newest grandson of  Kevin & Jane Doherty.

July  Ordination Anniversaries  
1 - Fr. Augustine Ogbeche Ogar, MSP, St. Mary-Magdalene 
16 - Daniel Cardinal DiNardo 
20 - Sr. Nohemi Lara, Missionary of  St. Theresa 
21 - Sr. Mary Thecla, Daughters of  Divine Love

Congratulations Father! 
Bob and Arlane and others joined Fr. Felix 
Osasona at St. Mary Magdalene’s Mass in 

celebration of the anniversary of his ordination 

The Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary were honored in an all night 

prayer vigil at St. Martha. Numerous Serrans 
joined together to lead the faithful in the 

Sorrowful Mysteries for Vocations.   

Welcome to Margaret Berkovsky who joined the Club in June. 
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S e r r a n s  C a l l e d  t o  H o l i n e s s

Serran	Prayer	for	Vocations	

O, God, Who wills not the death of  a sinner but rather that he be converted and live, grant we beseech you, 
through the intercession of  the Blessed Mary ever Virgin, Saint Joseph, her spouse, St. Junipero Serra, and all the saints, 
an increase of  laborers for your Church, fellow laborers with Christ to spend and consume themselves for souls through 

the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns with You, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Serrans are being called to pray the vocation prayer daily. Cut this out and place it in a place convenient for you.

For more information about Serra Northeast of  Houston, please contact President, Bruce Farmer, bruce1farm@aol.com. 

To update your information or to share pictures and other Serra  information please contact, Melia Reed, meliareed5303@gmail.com. 
Please do not hesitate to share stories, pictures, prayers. 

For information about Serra District 10, and Serra USA, check the following websites by clicking the links 
https://serraus.org            https://serra10.com 

	 	 Pope Francis’ Intentions for July  

	 	       Social Friendship 

We pray that, in social, economic and 
political situations of  conflict, we may be 
courageous and passionate architects of  
dialogue and friendship. 

July is dedicated to 
the Precious Blood of 

Jesus

"America needs no words from me to see how your decision in Roe v. Wade has deformed a 
great nation. The so-called right to abortion has pitted mothers against their children and 
women against men. It has sown violence and discord at the heart of the most intimate human 
relationships. It has aggravated the derogation of the father's role in an increasingly fatherless 
society. It has portrayed the greatest of gifts -- a child -- as a competitor, an intrusion, and an 
inconvenience. It has nominally accorded mothers unfettered dominion over the independent 
lives of their physically dependent sons and daughters" And, in granting this unconscionable 
power, it has exposed many women to unjust and selfish demands from their husbands or other 
sexual partners. Human rights are not a privilege conferred by government. They are every 
human being's entitlement by virtue of his humanity. The right to life does not depend, and 
must not be declared to be contingent, on the pleasure of anyone else, not even a parent or a 
sovereign." (Mother Teresa -- "Notable and Quotable," Wall Street Journal, 2/25/94, p. A14)

 Roe v Wade OVERTURNED!

Let us rejoice and continue to 🙏

https://serraus.org
https://serra10.com
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